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Philosophy

As members of the Roberts Academy and Gilbert A. Dater High Schools, we maintain a
commitment to developing students as lifelong learners through the Learner Profile Attributes.
Students at both programs are expected to grow and develop these attributes. For example,
maintaining academic honesty in our programs requires the students to be principled, acting with
integrity, honesty, and respect.

This document is intended to support the Cincinnati Public School district policy and maintain the
academic standards required by the IB by fostering community learning rather than a punitive
approach. Academic honesty, as defined by both CPS and the IB, is outlined in this document. In
addition, this document will describe how stakeholders, including students, teachers, parents, and
community partners can help our two program communities promote a culture of integrity,
honesty, and respect.

Students learning in our partnership programs understand that they are expected to complete
their own work. When using help or outside resources, students will use age-appropriate citation
resources and formats. Students will practice time management to submit work on time. They will
learn what academic honesty is and will strive to turn in original work.

As part of our principled learning community, teachers will make sure that students understand
academic honesty expectations by referring to this document. Concepts of academic honesty will
be understood through explicit teaching of Approaches to Learning, for example, the research skill
of creating references and citations. They will encourage students to be honest and will teach the
consequences of not following the guidelines.

Our community also understands that parents and guardians play an essential role in developing
lifelong, principled learners. If students are having difficulties with their work, parents should
encourage students to ask for advice from their teachers. It is also essential that parents maintain
communication with the school to understand the requirements and expectations of our program.
Parents will be informed that it is important to support their children in their work, but also it is
important that they are responsible for their own school work.

The school administration and MYP coordinator are responsible for communicating this policy to
teachers and parents. This may occur through parent meetings, emails, texts, and mailings in
native or first languages. In addition, the MYP coordinator will be available to offer further advice
and guidance if necessary.

Acknowledgment of other sources of information
Students at Roberts Academy and Gilbert A. Dater High School will cite information when
developmentally and academically appropriate. In the early years, students will strive to reference
other sources of information according to the MLA format, at varying levels of complexity. In the
later years of the program (4,5), teachers may wish to introduce the APA format when applicable.
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What is academic honesty as defined by the IB and CPS?
Definition of PRINCIPLED: We act with integrity and honesty, with a strong sense of fairness,
justice, and respect for the dignity of the individual, groups, and communities. We take
responsibility for our own actions and the consequences that accompany them. (Source: IBO)

Definitions: (from IB DP Academic Honesty, July 2011)

1. Academic honesty is defined as an authentic piece of work based on one’s original
ideas and the work of others fully acknowledged.  An authentic piece of work is one
that is based on the student’s individual and original ideas, with the ideas and work of
others fully acknowledged. Therefore, all assignments for assessment, regardless of
their format, must wholly and authentically use that student’s own voice, expression,
and ideas with respect to their language acquisition levels and appropriate scaffolding.
Where the ideas or work of another person are represented within a student’s work,
whether in the form of direct quotation or paraphrase, the source(s) of those ideas or
the work must be fully and appropriately acknowledged.

a. For example, students can use nonverbal and/or translated communication.
b. For example, a short answer may utilize sentence starters with student

completed responses that may include keywords from the lesson.
c. For example, a google slide presentation will acknowledge both borrowed text,

photos, or other media.
d. For example, an essay at the high school level will use a citation format

appropriate to grade level and content.

2. Malpractice is defined as behavior that may result in someone gaining an unfair
advantage over another.  Malpractice includes the following:

a. Cheating - A student acting deceptively or dishonestly (CPS Student Code of
Conduct, 2012). A student using, submitting, or attempting to obtain data or
answers dishonestly, by deceit, or by means other than those authorized by the
teacher (Cincinnati Public Schools Character and Support Guide, 2017-2018).

a. For example, using the internet, texts, or talking about answers when
explicitly told not to.

b. Duplication: Turning in the same work as someone else and/or using the same
work for multiple assignments.

a. For example, submitting another student’s homework assignment as their
own.

c. Collusion: Copying work or allowing someone to copy one’s own work.
a. This applies to individual or group work where the teacher has not allowed

individuals or groups to work together.
b. For example, giving a paper to a classmate so they can have the answers

too.

d. Plagiarism: Plagiarism includes, but is not limited to, copying word for word from
references such as books, magazines, research materials or the Internet. (CPS
Student Code of Conduct, 2021-22).
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a. For example, using a paragraph from a textbook without making a
reference to it.

Possible resolutions for acts of academic dishonesty
According to the Cincinnati Public Schools code of conduct, academic dishonesty is a category I
offense, with possible resolutions including:

● Restorative Practices
● Re-teach the behavioral expectations
● Create a behavior contract that includes expected student behaviors, as well as

consequences for infractions and incentives for demonstrating expected behaviors
● Require the student to complete a community service task within the school community
● Have the student choose a method of apologizing or making amends to those harmed or

offended
● Provide a reflective activity
● Refer to the intervention team

If the offense is deliberate and/or chronic it may be referred to administration. In that case, these
resolutions may apply:

● Detention, during which the student completes work correctly
● Alternative Learning Center (ALC), during which school work is completed
● Repair of situation
● Parent contact, if possible
● Parent/Teacher conference
● Student conference
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